
We need your support more than ever  
to save children’s lives.

Together we can help stamp out the discrimination 
that threatens children’s lives and futures.

Take action now at 
savethechildren.org.uk/every-last-child

#EveryLastChild

THE WORLD’S FORGOTTEN 
CHILDREN NEED YOU 
The world has made remarkable 
progress. Since 1990, we’ve halved 
the number of children dying before 
they’re five. Malnutrition is down 
and more children are in school.

But our biggest challenge 
is still in front of us.

Progress hasn’t been fair: the most 
vulnerable children are being left 
behind – denied what they need 
to survive, be safe and learn.

With your help, over the next 
three years, we’ll get life-saving 
healthcare and education to the 
world’s most vulnerable children.

We must leave no child behind. 
The UK government needs to 
play its part in three ways:

•  Champion a fair global tax system 
that can raise the money to give 
children the healthcare, protection 
and education they need.

•  Build the power of children within their 
communities around the world to have 
a say in the decisions that affect them.

•  Make sure UK aid is focused on 
reaching the most vulnerable children.
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WHAT WE CAN
DO TOGETHER
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HELP US
REACH EVERY

LAST CHILD



Will you stand with the 
world’s forgotten children?

These are the children you never see  
or hear from. The most vulnerable.  
The last to get life-saving help.

Children are being pushed deeper into 
poverty or put at risk because of where 
they’re born, because they’re a girl,  
or because war has forced them to flee  
their home. 

They’re denied their rights because of their 
ethnicity or religion or because they have  
a disability.   

This is discrimination and it can be deadly.  
It means children go without food, water and 
shelter. It can rob them of the chance to see 
a doctor or go to school – the freedom to 
decide their own future.

But with your help, we’re determined to  
reach every last child.

HELP US REACH 
EVERY LAST CHILD

Before 11-year-old Rahaf had to flee 
her home in Iraq, she and her best 
friend Fatima were top of their class 
at school. They played and drew 
together and helped each other with 
their homework.  When the shelling 
started, Rahaf was so frightened she 
couldn’t eat or drink. 

Her mum says that, in the ten  
days the family spent hiding in  
a mosque near their home, they 
could hear continuous explosions, 
and Rahaf barely spoke. When  
their neighbours’ house was burned 
to the ground the family finally 
fled. They walked for days, eating 

only stale bread, to a refugee camp 
where they’ve lived since 2014. 
Rahaf now comes to a children’s 
space we run in the camp, where 
she feels safe and can sit with a pen 
and paper again. “Whenever I read 
or write now I remember Fatima,” 
she says, but she doesn’t know what 
happened to her friend in the chaos 
and violence. “I feel sad and want  
to say ‘I love you Fatima.’”

Rahaf’s home is now a refugee 
camp, where she isn’t getting 
the education she needs. 
Discrimination has robbed  
her of her chance to learn.
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RAHAF’S
STORY

When she was just 13 and still in 
primary school, Aisha was forced 
to marry a 50-year old man. Her 
dad, who separated from her mum 
when she was little, turned up at 
the family’s home and said he’d 
promised Aisha to this man in return 
for money. Her mum protested but 
he took Aisha away in secret. 

“I tried to run away, but every time, 
my father would return me to him. 
Soon I became pregnant.” Aisha was 
anaemic during her pregnancy and 
was often too ill to do the chores 
her husband expected. “He tried  
to beat me. I left him for good”. 
After ten hours of labour, Aisha had 
her daughter, Rayan*, by caesarean 
section. Now 15, Aisha has been 

granted a divorce. She lives with 
her mum again, with Rayan, two, 
and her two brothers, one of whom 
has learning difficulties. The family 
depends on whatever her 20-year-
old brother can earn from odd jobs. 

Aisha feels she can’t go back to 
school because she has a child and 
has missed too much. Her wish is  
to learn and earn a living. She says  
girls should be allowed to go to 
school and not be forced to marry.

Aisha was robbed of her 
freedom and her power over  
her own body, because she’s  
a girl. Discrimination has 
changed her life forever.
(*names changed to protect identity). 

AISHA’S*
STORY
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